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was adopted almost unanimously. Yet a little earlier he had been involved in a violent controversy with his own readers when he praised the anarchist who threw a bomb in the Colon Theatre of Buenos Aires. True, Mussolini praised the unknown man in controversy to all the tyrants and oppressors he enumerated, maintaining that force could only be answered by force. " Thiers never had any pity for the partisans of the Commune/' he wrote, " yet one sees Socialists moved by the victims of the Colon Theatre. This one-sided sensibility of the Socialists shows to what extent Christianity is still alive in their souls. It is Christianity which has given us this morbid, hysterical and effeminate pity/' And a year later when Stolypin was assassinated in Russia, he thundered : " The Russia of the proletarians is in festival and awaits the day when dynamite shall pulverise the bones of the Little Father whose hands are red with blood. ..." He also defended the anarchists of the Sidney Street siege and culminated in the vitriolic, often-quoted slogan: " The national flag is a rag to be planted on a dunghill ! "